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of the Crown Princess has proved a great misfortune. She
has turned a simple-minded, gallant, honourable Prince into
a weak-minded man devoid of self-reliance, no longer open-
hearted, no longer Prussian in his ideas. Even of his stead-
fast faith she has robbed him. His grown-up children have
no illusions about the true state of affairs. The father's
weakness will be the measure of the son's self-will. If the
Emperor lives much longer, the Crown Prince will go to
pieces altogether/

Here are two men, mutually antagonistic since both are
rivals for the favours of Prince William, who have both
arrived at the conclusion that the Crown Princess was a
viciously selfish and ambitious woman. It is striking, too,
how one accuses the Crown Princess of ' lack of Christian
faith/ and the other decides that she has robbed her husband
of ' his steadfast faith/ The Crown Princess had only her
own indiscreet conduct to thank for the fact that two such
men with no personal reasons for disliking her should be
ready to judge her in such a manner. When Eulenberg and
Waldersee talk in this vein it is not to be wondered at that
her real enemies found ample reason to justify their hatred
and suspicion.
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At one point in 1880 relations between mother and son
improved somewhat. One day in the summer William, after
a few days' absence, announced that he had become engaged
to Augusta Victoria, the daughter of their old friend, Duke
Frederick of Schleswig-Holstein. William had first met
* Dhona' in 1868 when staying with his parents at Rein-
hardsbrunn. Duke Frederick used to come over from Gotha,
bringing his little, fair-haired daughter. ' Dhona' was a
born listener and hero-worshipper. As a child she never
invented games. She only took part in them. Sweet-
natured, with big, wondering, blue eyes, she had acted like a
tonic on William in those lean, unappreciative days of
. 1868, The cripple never forgot the refreshment of' Dfrona's'